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In late January, a report by the New York-based National Coalition for Haitian Rights and the
Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA) praised the Haitian National Police (HNP) for
cracking down on graft and abuse by HNP officers. Nevertheless, rights violations and other
infractions by officers continue. Since its inception in December 1995, the HNP has been plagued by
widespread abuse of authority and corruption.
In early 1996, WOLA and the National Coalition released a report that criticized the HNP for
rampant rights abuses and raised concern that the force would be incapable of policing the country
on its own after UN troops pulled out of Haiti (see EcoCentral, 04/24/97 and 12/11/97). However,
the latest study commends the strides made in cracking down on abuses and in improving police
operations. "The HNP gained experience and confidence in 1997, its second full year of operation,"
said the report, which notes that, after the first performance assessment, the force has become much
less dependent on UN civilian police monitors.
The HNP has improved in management and administration, it has filled many previously vacant
leadership posts, and it has become much better equipped. In addition, the inspector general's
office, charged with investigating and punishing police abuse, "has expanded significantly....High
profile cases, and many police killings and serious police crimes, appear to be investigated and
sanctioned quite efficiently." The study specifically praised HNP directors, who "appear committed
to purging the HNP of abusive and criminal elements, and can do so more easily now" under
new authority, "which permits them to dismiss officers on reasonable suspicion of inappropriate
behavior."
Despite progress, rights abuses & corruption continue While acknowledging the progress, the
report says the HNP still has a long way to go. "Most problematical, police excessive use of force,
particularly beatings, continues at a worrisome level," said the report. "HNP personnel killed some
46 people between January and October 1997, about half of which appear to have been human rights
violations."
The report also cites ongoing "lack of respect" by HNP directors and patrol officers for constitutional
due process guarantees regarding searches, arrest warrants, and pretrial detention. In addition, it
criticizes continuing corruption and police involvement in crime, including drug trafficking, general
contraband, and gang activities. [Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 01/20/98, 01/21/98, 01/28/98;
Miami Herald, Reuter, 02/02/98)
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